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Welcome to the Education Business Partnership (EBP)
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Introduction to Key Stage 4

3 steps to success:

Be READY

ENGAGE

RECALL
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1. Be READY

Arrive to school each day: 
- On time
- With correct uniform
- With the full equipment

"The first mistake is never the one that ruins you. It is the spiral of 

repeated mistakes that follows. Missing once is an accident. Missing 

twice is the start of a new habit."  James Clear

2 x Black pen
2 x Pencil
Ruler
Rubber
Sharpener
Purple pen
Scientific calculator
Glue stick
Reading book
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2. ENGAGE

Engage fully in all lessons and activities on offer.

Engage in support when offered.

Engage in discussions with teachers and peers.
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3. Recall

Complete all homework each week. It has been shown 
that recall tasks can significantly affect attainment.

There is a strong 
correlation of 
completing recall 
tasks for homework 
and the final grade you 
achieve at the end of 
Year 11.
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3. Recall - Expectations

Weekly homework expectations:
English - Tassomai (100% weekly goal)
Maths - Sparx (50% complete by Monday, 100% 
completed by Wednesday each week)
Science - Tassomai (100% weekly goal)
Options subjects will inform you during the carousel



GCSE Mathematics



Students study AQA GCSE Mathematics

Foundation or Higher 

Paper 1 - Non-Calculator
Paper 2 - Calculator
Paper 3 - Calculator



Equipment

Scientific Calculator
Pens

Pencils
Rubber
Ruler

Sharpener
Compass
Protractor





Students are expected to complete;
50% by Monday
100% by Wednesday



















Recommended 
revision guides









How to help your child succeed!
1. Make sure your child is well equipped
2. Assist your child in organising their time
3. Remind your child about their Sparx

a. 50% completed by Monday
b. 100% complete by Wednesday

4. Encourage your child to seek support at school.
a. Sparx support every break and lunch available.





Exam Information

Double Science – Trilogy Triple

Biology 
x2

Trilogy –Biology
1hr 15m

Biology
1hr 45m

Chemistry
x2

Trilogy – Chemistry 
1hr 15m

Chemistry 
1hr 45m

Physics
x2

Trilogy – Physics
1hr 15m

Physics
1hr 45m



Paper 1 vs Paper 2

Paper 1 Paper 2

Biology -Cell Biology
-Organisation
-Infection and response
-Bioenergetics

-Homeostasis and response
-Inheritance, Variation and Evolution
-Ecology

Chemistry -Atomic Structure and the Periodic table
-Bonding, structure and properties of 
matter
-Quantitative Chemistry
-Chemical changes
-Energy changes

-The rate and extent of reaction
-Organic Chemistry
-Chemical analysis
-Chemistry of the atmosphere
-Using resources

Physics -Energy 
-Electricity
-Particle model of matter
-Atomic Structure

-Forces
-Waves
-Magnetism and Electromagnetism
-Space (PHYSICS GCSE only)



Higher Paper - Grades 9-4 (less than 4 is a U grade)

Foundation Paper  - Grades 5-1
(Small reduction in content)

For each exam:

● Combined 70 marks per paper (420 marks)
● Triple 100 marks per paper (200 marks per subject)

All 6 papers count towards the final grade for Combined Science, which is a 
double award e.g. 6,6

Each set of papers for Biology, Chemistry and Physics will give 3 separate 
grades for Triple. 

Consistent 5s are needed for 
higher tier entry. 



Required Practicals

Your exam will include questions that require knowledge of several 
practical methods and the apparatus that you would use and why.

Required practical resources:
• Summary sheet on Y11 revision google classroom
• Exam questions and notes in books
• Youtube clips “required practical and topic name”
• Focus e-learning  - via google classroom 
• Mock papers



What does 
revision look like 

in science?



Google Classroom: 
https://classroom.google.com/c/MTUzODcxMjY2NzBa?cjc=jswlfrr

 

jswlfrr

https://classroom.google.com/c/MTUzODcxMjY2NzBa?cjc=jswlfrr




Interleaving - This requires your child to be able to link 
between topics 

Can your child link the words: 

“Photosynthesis” to “Cells”
“Photosynthesis” to the “E.M spectrum”

To access grades 5-9 they need to be able to apply the 
knowledge and make links between topics within the paper. 



Learning resources for Science

 



Year 10 Family Learning

Ethics and 
Philosophy 
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GCSE Religious Studies
Christian beliefs
The nature of God 
Different Christian beliefs about creation
Different Christian beliefs about the 
afterlife
The crucifixion, resurrection and 
ascension 
Salvation

Christian practices
Baptism
Christmas and Easter 
The place of mission, evangelism and 
Church growth. 
The Worldwide Church 
How Christian churches respond to 
persecution

Islamic Beliefs
The nature of God
Angels, their nature and role, including 
Jibril and Mika’il. 
Risalah (Prophethood) including the 
role and importance of Adam, Ibrahim 
and Muhammad. 
The holy books
The imamate in Shi’a Islam

Islamic practices
Salah
Zakah
Hajj
Jihad
Festivals
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GCSE Religious Studies

Relationships & 
families

Religion peace 
& conflict

Religion crime & 
punishment

Religion human 
rights and social 
justice

Sex Peace & Justice Crime Prejudice and 
Discrimination

Marriage Terrorism Punishment Freedom of religion
Divorce Violence Forgiveness Human rights
Contraception Just War The Death Penalty Wealth
Same sex 
relationships

Family life

Gender Equality

Weapons of Mass 
Destruction

Peace-making

Poverty
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? GCSE Religious Studies

Paper one (1hr 45min) Paper two (1hr 45min)
Christianity teachings, 
beliefs and practices
Islamic teachings, 
beliefs and practices 

Relationships and 
families
Religion, peace and 
conflict
Religion, crime and 
punishment
Religion, human rights 
and social justice



GCSE English Language and 
Literature

Year 10 Family Learning



Paper 1 50% Paper 2 50%

Section A: 
Reading 

1 unseen literature 
fiction text

Section B: 
Writing

Descriptive or 
narrative writing

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

Section A: 
Reading

1 non-fiction and 1 
literary non-fiction 

text

Section B: 
Writing

Writing to present 
a viewpoint

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

AQA GCSE English Language

GCSE English Language



GCSE English Literature



“You can’t revise for English!”

Students are rigorously prepared with model answers, walking 
talking mocks and metacognitive teaching of skills and how to 
approach each task. 

AQA divides English Language and English Literature into 4 separate 
exam papers; each paper has a different topic, skill set and focus. 

So, know thy enemy; make sure you know what each paper asks of 
you. This is particularly useful when it comes to the ‘unseen’ section 
of the paper as you can practise the skills here at your leisure.

A great way to revise is timed practice! Complete a mini mock once 
a week and you’ll walk into that hall armed for battle!



English Learning Journey

Key Concept: Identity

Novel Study: ‘Weight of 
Water’

What is Kasienka’s 
story?

Year

8

Year

10

Year

11

Year

7

Year

9

Much Ado About 
Nothing

Can identity be 
mistaken?

A Christmas 
Carol

An 
Inspector 

Calls

Transition
Can I become a 
literary critic 
and editor?

Origins
Where did 

Marvel come 
from? 

Unseen Poetry

Power and 
Conflict 
Poetry

Paper 1 skills
Can you read and 

write creative texts?

Paper 2 skills
Can you read and 
write transactional 

texts?

Writing boost  
and tailored 

revision October M
ock

January PPE

March WaveGCSE 
Language 

Exam

Final 
boost!

Progression to next 
stage of learning –

A Level Eng Lit
A Level Eng Lang 

Descriptive 
Writing

Spoken 
Language 
Project

Extended Writing Project
Engaging, imagining, 

creating… Can I publish a 
story?

Key Concept: Equality

Key Concept: Conflict

Key Concept: Society

Key Concept: Responsibility

Rhetoric
How can I win every 

argument?

Novel Study: Ghost Boys
Is Jerome the only victim?

Gothic Writing
Can I create my 

own Gothic 
masterpiece?

Othello
Can we achieve 

perfect equality?

Novel Study: Lord of the 
Flies

Does everyone have as 
inner savage?

Dystopia
Are we living in a 

dystopia?

Macbeth
Is Macbeth a hero?

Visionary Poetry
How does poetry explore 

the human condition?

Romeo and 
Juliet



GCSE English Literature







English Literature 
Mark Scheme

Level 6
26-30 marks 

AO1
● Critical, exploratory, conceptualised response to task and whole text 
● Judicious use of precise references to support interpretation(s) 

AO2
● Analysis of writer’s methods with subject terminology used judiciously 
● Exploration of effects of writer’s methods on reader 

AO3
● Exploration of ideas/perspectives/contextual factors shown by specific, detailed links 

between context/text/task 

Level 5
21-25 marks

AO1
● Thoughtful, developed response to task and whole text 
● Apt references integrated into interpretation(s) 

AO2

● Examination of writer’s methods with subject terminology used effectively to support 
consideration of methods 

● Examination of effects of writer’s methods on reader 

AO3
● Thoughtful consideration of ideas/perspectives/contextual factors shown by 

examination of detailed links between context/text/task

Level 4
16-20 marks

AO1
● Clear, explained response to the task and whole text
● Effective use of references to support explanation 

AO2

● Clear explanation of writer’s methods with appropriate use of relevant subject 
terminology 

● Understanding of effects of writer’s methods on reader 

AO3
● Clear understanding of ideas/perspectives/ contextual factors shown by specific links 

between context/text/task 

Level 3
11-15  marks

AO1
● Some explained response to task and whole text 
● References used to support a range of relevant comments 

AO2

● Explained/relevant comments on writer’s methods with some relevant use of subject 
terminology 

● Identification of effects of writer’s methods on reader 

AO3
● Some understanding of implicit ideas/ perspectives/contextual factors shown by links 

between context/text/task 



What is ‘critical style’?

● Step back from the text
● Look at it closely
● Pick apart the meanings and ideas
● What are we supposed to think or feel?
● Why?

❏ Introduction with reference to big 
ideas the writer wants us to consider

❏ WHW
❏ Evaluative phrases



How can I help my child to prepare for their GCSEs?

● Get them organised! 
● Read together - wider reading around the context and themes is an 

excellent way to enrich knowledge for literature.
● Flash cards - quotes and question and answers - mind maps, revision 

clocks and the revision toolkit.
● Tassomai!
● Read and even rewatch the Literature texts!
● Use our booklets and google classrooms.
● Pixl lit App.
● Mr Bruff/Stacey Reay/Glow Up Your Grades videos on Youtube.
● Collins Snap Revision guides.
● Pre-prepared introductions.
● Practice essays.



An Inspector Calls trip 



Paper 1 50% Paper 2 50%

Section A: 
Reading 

1 unseen literature 
fiction text

Section B: 
Writing

Descriptive or 
narrative writing

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

Section A: 
Reading

1 non-fiction and 1 
literary non-fiction 

text

Section B: 
Writing

Writing to present 
a viewpoint

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

AQA GCSE English Language

GCSE English Language



English Language Exams
Paper One – 1 hour and 45 minutes 

1) Information retrieval (AO1)

2) Language analysis (AO2)

3) Structural analysis (AO2)

4) Evaluation (AO4)

5) Writing task (AO5 and AO6)

Paper Two – 1 hour and 45 minutes 

1) True/false statements (AO1)

2) Summarise (AO1)

3) Language analysis (AO2)

4) Comparison (AO3)

5) Writing (AO5 and AO6)

Fiction 
One extract

Non-fiction 
Two extracts





Example Questions



Paper One, Question Two Example

Using lines 7-17.

How does the writer use language to describe the cat’s 
actions/behaviour?



Paper One, Question Two - Example Response (WHW)

The cat is shown to be patient despite an unsuccessful hunt so far. Despite a “long 
hunt” he was still “certain” that he would catch something. The noun phrase “long 
hunt” implies that he is desperate for food and has no other option so remains 
committed invoking sympathy from the reader. The adjective “certain” juxtaposes 
this negative feeling as he is still positive that he will succeed. He continues the hunt 
with “inconceivable patience and persistence”. The alliterative nouns describe the 
cat’s positive attributes as he is still committed to finding food. The reader admires 
this behaviour, but may also be concerned that he is committed simply because he 
has no other option and needs food.

How else could you describe the cat’s actions/behaviour?



What How Why
What The writer presents _________________ as _____________________.

The reader is then forced to consider…

How Quotation – embed it OR This is shown when...

The adjectives/noun/verb/phrase/image/simile/metaphor/zoomorphism/alliteration….

This suggests/ implies/ indicates/ demonstrates/ portrays/ presents/ highlights/ 

emphasises/reinforces/develops/creates/hints at…

It could be argued that/the reader may infer…

Why The writer wants us to understand the significance of… 

Alternatively,



How to Revise for English Language 
In order to prepare effectively for the exams, you could:

● Revise HOW to answer questions by reading through the booklets completed in class. 

● Read pieces of 19th century writing (resources available on Google Classrooms)

● Read a range of fiction and non-fiction - analyse how perspectives and points of view are 

established.

● Answer one question a night from sample/made up papers (in Google Classroom) and build up to 

spending the full-time on a paper during weekends 

● Plan responses to creative writing tasks 

● Plan responses to non-fiction writing tasks - particularly articles

● Work on technical accuracy – can you improve sentences? Do you know what a complex sentence 

is? Do you know where to use a semi-colon?

● Use Tassomai

● Use Seneca

● Alongside your booklets and the notes from class, we recommend the Collins Snap revision guide.


